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the midst of it in a small cave cut into the rock-side
is a small chappel of the Madonna with lamps burning
continually, tended by a Hermit.   Alphonso the 1st
enlarged the Grotta, & in Charles 5s time D: Peter of
Toledo, the Viceroy paved it, & made an excellent
road, which still continues: as large Inscriptions near
it testify,    when it was first made is uncertain; some
people name one Cocceius, as the author of it; but
these are of no authority,   it is likely to have been
dotie in. the earlier days of Rome, as it appears more
designed for convenience than ostentation, for it seems
to have been but a disagreeable passage in Seneca's
time, & the aforemention'd king gave it it's present
loftiness,    haveing passed the Grot one comes into
a most beautiful country, consisting of fertile hills
cover* d with Vines, & Figs; or else Corn with rows
of elms, & their Vines running up them, & hanging
in Festoons from one to the other,   one turns a little
to the right of the Pozzuoli-Road, & ascending for
some time between the rocks one comes to the top of
a hill, from whence the Lake of Agnano discovers
itself with its charming borders   surrounded with
mountains of a moderate height all cultivated &
planted to the top.    Upon descending into the Vale
even at a distance the sulphureous Steams that rise
from the Lake & the Ground about it are easily per-
ceived,    at the time I saw it, the way thither for J of
a Mile at least, & the whole country about the lakerds and a piping bullfinch
